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2019 WA INDUSTRY AND EXPORT AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.10 pm]: On Monday evening I was 
thrilled to represent the Premier at the 2019 WA Industry and Export Awards. In its thirty-first year, the awards 
have grown from three export categories in 1988 to 13 national export awards and four state awards. This year 
I was thrilled by the addition of a new award category, the Exporter to Asia Award. Western Australian businesses 
and companies are world leaders in innovation and are competitive with the best in the world. On Monday night, this 
innovation was on full display, with category nominations for businesses across the spectrum of Western Australian 
industry sectors, including international education; primary industries, technology and advanced manufacturing; 
mining equipment, technology and services; and tourism, events and creative industries. Finalists included companies 
ranging from well-known WA businesses such as CBH Grain and Austal to companies such as Dutjahn Sandalwood 
Oils, which is a 50 per cent Indigenous-owned company producing a superior Australian sandalwood oil for export 
to the global luxury perfume market. 

The WA economy is built on a foundation of trade. In Australia, one in five jobs in the Australian economy involve 
trade-related activities. That is more than 1.5 million jobs nationally that are directly connected with exporting. In 
Western Australia, it is closer to one in every three jobs that are involved in trade-related activities. When it comes 
to exports, WA punches well above its weight class, contributing more than 46 per cent of the nation’s total exports 
and in the process contributing approximately $130 billion in export value directly into the WA economy. The 
McGowan government understands the importance of building on the contribution of exports to our economy to 
create new markets, deepen existing relationships and build economic resilience. The state’s economic framework 
“Diversify WA” articulates the McGowan government’s vision to create a strong and diversified economy, and to 
create jobs through investment in the state’s priority sectors. The WA Asian engagement strategy builds further 
on that vision and sets forward a plan that is specific to our Asian markets, which by 2050 will represent more than 
50 per cent of the world’s economy. 

Congratulations to all the award finalists and, of course, to the category winners who will represent 
Western Australia in the national finals in Canberra in December. 
 


	2019 WA INDUSTRY AND EXPORT AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement


